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Preface
The Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), whose main objective is to promote economic development in West Africa, created a military branch called ECOWAS Monitoring Group (ECOMOG). ECOMOG was created to perform peacekeeping operations in the ECOWAS countries in crises. Since its establishment, ECOMOG was deployed in Liberia, Sierra-Leone and Guinea-Bissau. During its different deployments, it faced several financial and logistical problems; however, its presence in West Africa helped bring about peace in the countries where there are ECOMOG was deployed during crises in Liberia, Sierra-Leone, and Guinea-Bissau.
In Liberia, it helped to organize the presidential elections with success in 1997. In SierraLeone, ECOMOG reinstalled an elected government that was overthrown by force. In Guinea-Bissau, after a coup d'etat perpetrated by rebels, ECOMOG stopped its mission in that country. Currently, the democratization of the world and the promotion of security and peace are significant issues. They can not be achieved with the existence of war breaking out all over the globe. The different interventions of ECOMOG in West Africa stopped the fighting, although only temporarily, allowed for peaceful negotiations, and led to the legitimacy of governments. For that, one can conclude that ECOMOG is a necessary peacekeeping institution in West Africa.
v
Introduction
The Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) is one of the organizations in West Africa. It was created in order to allow the free movements of people and goods within the region as well as to promote the economic development of West Africa. In December 1989, when the civil war started in Liberia, the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) already had a military cooperation instrument; It is a "Non Aggression Protocol" that prohibited the use of military forces by one state against another one within the community. In its history, ECOMOG was first deployed in Liberia, then in Sierra-Leone and after in Guinea-Bissau; three West African countries in which there were political problems 1 and civil wars. The main role of ECOMOG is to achieve and monitor the cease-fire in West Africa. In addition it will help to conduct free elections as well as fostering respect of democratic rules in those countries.
This academic thesis will explore the different interventions of ECOMOG in West Africa and show how that regional peacekeeping institution is necessary. 
Notes

Gambia meeting
Because of the situation in Liberia, the ECOWAS organized a meeting in Banjul 
Role of ECOMOG
In 1990, ECOMOG was deployed in Liberia after the Anglophone countries decided to send forces in that country. In the beginning, the ECOMOG forces were composed of troops from Gambia, Sierra-Leone, Ghana, and Nigeria. Later, troops from Guinea, the only Francophone country involved, joined ECOMOG. But later on, troops from Benin, Ivory Coast, Mali and Niger also joined ECOMOG in Liberia in order to make that force more credible. 
The mandate of ECOWAS
Role of ECOMOG
When ECOMOG was deployed in Sierra-Leone, it performed the following difficult tasks:
Reinstatement of the Legitimate Government
Nigeria had an independent and bilateral defense agreement with Sierra-Leone and had 900 troops in the country when the coup occurred. Consequently, Nigeria called its troops to bring back order in the country and reinstate President Kabbah. Nigeria increased the number of its troops that it added to the troops of Ghana and Guinea in order to have the statute of regional force. Nigeria did that because it wanted to operate in the name of ECOMOG, since it was the most powerful country militarily in the organization. The ECOWAS countries did not approve the establishment of an ECOMOG force because for them, it was not a good idea to use force. After the coup, ECOWAS leaders asked Koroma to give back power to the elected government. He did not do so and as result, the ECOWAS leaders decided to send an ECOMOG force to Sierra-Leone. In this case, the ECOMOG mandate was: "to assist in creating the conductive atmosphere that would ensure the early reinstatement of the legitimate government of Sierra-Leone." 1
Reinstallation of the Legitimate Government and its Consequences
The ECOMOG mandate did not give free reign to Nigeria to lead ECOMOG as it wanted because Nigeria's intention was to perform its will in that country. However, since Nigeria financed much of ECOMOG's operations, it followed its own military strategy and in February 1998, it conducted an offensive and occupied Freetown and reinstalled the legitimate government. That act led to the guerrilla operations perpetrated by the RUF and the AFRC forces that controlled some diamond mines in the country.
ECOMOG registered many casualties, financial, military equipment and disciplinary problems then could not successfully fight the rebels. Because of that, Nigeria as country decided to leave Sierra-Leone. With that new situation, ECOWAS countries were worried and some countries such as Mali and Ghana sent troops to reinforce the ECOMOG troops in Sierra-Leone. Despite the cooperation between ECOMOG and the new Armed Forces that the government established and composed of the former RUF and AFRC soldiers, the ECOWAS countries leaders initiated a peace talk. They succeeded to obtain a cease-fire and an agreement to establish a government in which even the rebels will take part. The UN that established the United Nations Observer Mission in SierraLeone (UNOMSIL) approved the agreement. This mission was composed of 11,000 UN peacekeepers that replaced ECOMOG after its withdrawal.
2 Later, the RUF started taking UN peacekeepers hostages and this led to the deterioration of the situation in Sierra-Leone. The UN asked for more troops and another intervention of ECOMOG. 
Foreign Troops in Guinea-Bissau
Following the attempt to remove President Viera from office by the rebels, Senegal and the Republic of Guinea, that had a bilateral defense agreement with Guinea-Bissau, sent troops to that country in support of President Viera.
In fact, Senegal was more concerned about the separatists of Casamance and the Republic of Guinea about receiving possible influx of refugees.
1 This because as long as Viera was in power, the situation will be easy for them. The Senegalese forces that were well supported, had the mission to capture Bissau (capital of Guinea-Bissau) while the Guinean troops that suffered logistical support problems such as supply and finance, should assure the protection of Bafata (the second largest city of Guinea-Bissau). The
Senegalese troops succeeded in their mission, but Guinean troops failed to fulfil their own. As a result, the Senegalese troops controlled the capital and the rest of GuineaBissau was under the domination of the rebels who were supporting General Mane.
Because of the cost of the operations and the rate of casualties on the Senegalese side, the government of Senegal faced Senegalese public opinion that was against the intervention.
Role of ECOMOG
Bowing to the pressure of public opinion, the Senegalese government tried to convert the intervention to an ECOMOG operation. Despite the support of the other ECOWAS countries to Senegal and Guinea, their leaders did not approve the idea of establishing an ECOMOG force in Guinea-Bissau. But in 1998, ECOWAS arranged a cease-fire between both sides. After negotiation with both sides, ECOWAS obtained a peace agreement that will result in the departure of the Senegalese and Guinean troops from Guinea-Bissau.
In February 1999, Senegalese and Guinean troops were replaced by a new ECOMOG force of 600 troops from Benin, Gambia, Niger and Togo with the mandate of "monitoring the cease-fire and thereby facilitating the holding of elections." 2 France supported the ECOMOG forces deployed in Bissau by providing transportation, military trucks and per diem to the troops. 3 These regional forces in Guinea-Bissau were not experienced in peacekeeping operations and were not strong enough for the mission assigned to them. In addition they suffered a lack of logistical support.
Result
General Mane, because of the weakness of ECOMOG troops, exploited that situation and broke the cease-fire agreement. At the same time, he conducted an attack against President Viera and removed him from office. Following that, the leaders of the countries whose troops were members of the ECOMOG forces deployed in GuineaBissau decided to withdraw contingents from that country. That decision led to the end of the ECOMOG operation in Guinea-Bissau. In addition, at the beginning, that diversity of language, consequently led to a lack of uniform regional military training and support of the ECOMOG operations. ECOMOG also had financial problems. The ECOWAS countries, despite the Nigerian financial efforts, were not able to sustain and equip men. They also faced logistical requirements of the regional peacekeeping institution when it will be deployed for a long duration mission. Sometimes men did not have their salaries or per diem on the field and that usually led to motivation and discipline problems within the contingents. Additionally, Nigeria had the highest strength of troops in the institution; that constituted a difficulty for ECOMOG because that situation led to the superiority of Nigeria anytime the ECOMOG officials had to make a decision. For that, most of the ECOMOG commanders in chief come from Nigeria that financially and logistically supported the institution.
In addition to those problems, Liberian President Taylor's supporters did not agree with the idea to create ECOMOG and affirmed that "ECOWAS is an economic rather 
Peace Restoration
Despite these difficulties and criticisms, ECOMOG successfully executed its challenging missions. In Liberia, ECOMOG successfully supervised the implementation of the final cease-fire and assisted the legislative and presidential elections. In other words, with its presence, ECOMOG fostered respect for democratic rules in the country.
In addition, it protected and saved Liberian lives by stopping fighting in the country. In Sierra-Leone, it succeeded to reinstall an elected government that was overthrown by rebels. In Guinea-Bissau where ECOMOG did not finish its mission, it prevented manslaughter after the coup. Right after the coup, officials and the loyalists of the overthrown government surrendered to ECOMOG that protected them for some days before handing them over to the new officials in front of religion leaders and diplomats who served as witnesses.
It had been also noticed that after the withdrawal of ECOMOG from the countries, the trouble starts again as the Liberian President Taylor said, "from 1999 to this date, this country has been at war".
2 Another example is the fact that ECOMOG was asked again to intervene in Sierra-Leone when the RUF started taking the UN peacekeeping personnel hostages.
In addition to the facts above, ECOMOG becomes the permanent military forces of ECOWAS. It is also a structure composed of several stand-by units in their countries of origin, ready for immediate deployment. These stand-by units are trained, equipped and organized ECOWAS through the office of the Deputy Executive Secretary for Political Affairs, Defense, and Security. The regional centers for training are in Ivory Coast and Ghana.
Taking all this in consideration, these successes of ECOMOG, despite all its problems and Taylor's supporters criticisms, prove that ECOMOG is a necessary institution to help bring about peace in West Africa.
Notes
Chapter 6
Conclusion
The Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), created to promote economic development in West Africa, is one of the organizations in the region. 
